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Our Vision is of an inclusive, happy and successful school at the heart of the local community. Together, our families and staff help our children to become confident, independent learners that care for themselves, each other and the environment around them. Be brilliant, be bold, be kind and together we will believe, learn and achieve. 

History Lead: Sharon Pawlaczek

Curriculum Intent
At Marlborough St Mary’s, our engaging, active curriculum is inclusive, experiential and rooted in our Christian values. We enrich children’s learning through practical, cross-curricular experiences that spark curiosity and resilience, enabling every child to thrive. We place a strong emphasis on the fundamental skills of reading and talk, ensuring our pupils develop a love of reading that opens doors to knowledge and imagination and the ability to communicate with clarity, confidence and respect.  We want our pupils to feel a strong sense of connection: to each other, their families, our school and the wider community. Through partnerships with local schools, businesses and community groups, children learn to see their place in the wider world and understand how they can contribute positively to it.  We also believe that joy should be at the heart of childhood. Our curriculum is deliberately designed to create moments of happiness, wonder and delight - experiences that make pupils smile, laugh and love learning.
Our curriculum is challenging, sequential and aspirational for all. It builds knowledge and skills over time while linking learning to real-life experiences. In doing so, we support children to grow independence, creativity and self-belief, preparing them to take their place as responsible and compassionate citizens of the Marlborough community and as citizens of the wider world.

Intent
· At Marlborough St Mary’s, we aim to develop an understanding and appreciation of the past so that every pupil can see how history has shaped the world they live in today. We want our pupils to become inquisitive historians who question, explore, and reflect upon the lives of people from different periods and cultures. Through our four curriculum foci — Talk, Read, Connection, and Joy — we strive to make history a subject that brings learning to life.
· Pupils are encouraged to talk about their ideas, using discussion and debate to test their thinking, listen to others, and build reasoned arguments. They will read widely from a variety of sources — including historical fiction, non-fiction, primary texts, and artefacts — to deepen understanding and enrich vocabulary.
· We want our pupils to feel a deep connection — to their community, our school’s story, and the wider world. By exploring Marlborough’s local heritage alongside world history, pupils develop pride in their roots and see their place in a broader human narrative. Partnerships with Marlborough College, local historians, businesses, and care homes help pupils understand that history is living, shared, and relevant today.
· Finally, we deliberately nurture joy in our history lessons. From immersive role play and historical re-enactments to visits, storytelling, and creative projects, we design experiences that make pupils smile, laugh, and love learning simply for the pleasure of it.
· Our curriculum is organised into a clear progression model, outlining the skills, knowledge, and vocabulary taught in a sequentially coherent way. Disadvantaged learners are at the forefront of our intent, with additional scaffolds, pre-teaching, and enrichment opportunities to ensure that all pupils access, retain, and enjoy the richness of history.


· Implementation
· In Early Years, pupils begin to make sense of their world through stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems, supported by visual timelines and family discussions. Here, the foci of Talk and Connection are central: pupils talk about their own lives, their families, and their community, developing the foundations for historical thinking.
· In KS1 and KS2, prior learning is revisited and built upon through carefully sequenced lessons that enable pupils to connect past and present. Teachers explicitly model and encourage talk for learning, where pupils use historical vocabulary in reasoned discussion and collaborative enquiry. Reading across the curriculum underpins knowledge acquisition — pupils read extracts, biographies, and historical accounts that develop comprehension and contextual understanding.
· Hands-on experiences such as artefact handling, museum visits, and drama-based learning spark joy and curiosity. Connections to local history — such as WW2 in Savernake Forest or King John’s link to Marlborough — help pupils see the relevance of history in their lives and community. Disadvantaged pupils benefit from tailored scaffolding, targeted interventions, and enrichment experiences to build knowledge and confidence.
· Throughout all key stages, pupils are encouraged to make connections between periods studied, identify contrasts and trends over time, and understand cause and consequence. They learn that history is a living dialogue, shaped by evidence and interpretation, where discussion, reading, and reflection are vital to enquiry.

· Impact
· At Marlborough St Mary’s, our historians develop confidence, curiosity, and a love for the subject. Pupil voice shows that they can talk confidently about historical periods, using subject-specific vocabulary with precision. They read widely and recall what they have learned, making meaningful connections across time and place.
· Pupils demonstrate connection through their ability to relate local, national, and global history, understanding how events shape identity and community. They value diversity and develop empathy through exploring multiple perspectives of the past.
· Our learning environments and enrichment opportunities intentionally promote joy — pupils recall lessons fondly and express genuine excitement about history, whether through drama, storytelling, or creative presentations. Book scrutiny and assessments confirm that all pupils, including those disadvantaged, make good progress, demonstrating secure knowledge, vocabulary, and skills.
· Ultimately, pupils leave Marlborough St Mary’s as articulate, thoughtful historians who can think critically and analytically, understand how history shapes the world, and take joy in exploring the stories that connect us all.
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