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Our Vision is of an inclusive, happy and successful school at the heart of the local community. Together, our families and staff help our children to become confident, independent learners that care for themselves, each other and the environment around them. Be brilliant, be bold, be kind and together we will believe, learn and achieve. 

Geography Lead: Sharon Pawlaczek

Curriculum Intent
At Marlborough St Mary’s, our engaging, active curriculum is inclusive, experiential and rooted in our Christian values. We enrich children’s learning through practical, cross-curricular experiences that spark curiosity and resilience, enabling every child to thrive. We place a strong emphasis on the fundamental skills of reading and talk, ensuring our pupils develop a love of reading that opens doors to knowledge and imagination and the ability to communicate with clarity, confidence and respect.  We want our pupils to feel a strong sense of connection: to each other, their families, our school and the wider community. Through partnerships with local schools, businesses and community groups, children learn to see their place in the wider world and understand how they can contribute positively to it.  We also believe that joy should be at the heart of childhood. Our curriculum is deliberately designed to create moments of happiness, wonder and delight - experiences that make pupils smile, laugh and love learning.
Our curriculum is challenging, sequential and aspirational for all. It builds knowledge and skills over time while linking learning to real-life experiences. In doing so, we support children to grow independence, creativity and self-belief, preparing them to take their place as responsible and compassionate citizens of the Marlborough community and as citizens of the wider world.

Intent
At Marlborough St Mary’s, Geography inspires curiosity, wonder, and a real sense of the world around us. Our pupils develop an understanding of their local area, the wider United Kingdom, and the world beyond, allowing them to recognise their place in our big and ever-changing planet. By investigating a range of local, national, and global places, pupils learn how human and physical features are interdependent and how their actions affect people, environments, and future sustainability.
Our curriculum is shaped around the four foci of Talk, Read, Connection, and Joy, ensuring that geographical learning is meaningful, inclusive, and memorable.
Through talk, pupils learn to articulate their ideas clearly, explain geographical processes, and engage in purposeful discussions and debates about issues such as climate change, sustainability, and global citizenship. They are encouraged to ask and answer questions using precise geographical vocabulary, developing confidence as effective communicators.
We provide regular opportunities to read widely and deeply — from maps, atlases, and digital resources to non-fiction texts, stories, and news articles — enabling pupils to explore the world beyond their immediate experience. Reading is a key driver of our curriculum, supporting knowledge acquisition and vocabulary development.
Connection sits at the heart of our geography intent. We want our pupils to feel deeply connected — to each other, their families, our school, the Marlborough community, and the wider world. Through studies of our local environment and partnerships with organisations such as Marlborough College, local businesses, and care homes, pupils see how geography links people and places. They understand that the world is interconnected and that they have a vital role to play as responsible global citizens.
Above all, we aim to foster joy in learning geography. Our lessons are designed to spark curiosity, excitement, and appreciation of the world’s diversity — from outdoor exploration and fieldwork to map-making, model building, and creative projects. Pupils experience the thrill of discovery and the pleasure of learning simply for its own sake.
Disadvantaged learners are at the forefront of our intent. Through pre-teaching, scaffolding, and enrichment opportunities, we ensure that all pupils, regardless of background, access and enjoy a rich geographical education.

Implementation
To achieve our intent, Geography at Marlborough St Mary’s is taught through carefully planned sequences that build knowledge and skills progressively across all year groups.
In the Early Years, pupils begin to make sense of their world through talk, stories, non-fiction books, rhymes, and hands-on exploration. They discuss their families, community, and the local environment, developing the foundations for geographical thinking and communication.
Across Key Stages 1 and 2, teaching continually revisits and extends prior learning, ensuring pupils can connect new knowledge to existing understanding. Teachers model effective talk, using rich geographical language and questioning to deepen understanding. Collaborative talk, such as partner discussion and group enquiry, helps pupils reason and reflect together.
Reading is interwoven throughout lessons. Pupils access a variety of high-quality texts, maps, diagrams, and digital resources to investigate geographical ideas and broaden their knowledge of the world. Disadvantaged learners are supported through targeted interventions and access to engaging, high-quality reading materials.
Fieldwork and real-life investigations provide rich opportunities for connection and joy. Pupils study Marlborough and its surroundings, visit rivers, woodlands, and urban areas, and compare their findings with national and global examples. These experiences help them appreciate their role as local and global citizens and bring a sense of excitement and pride to their learning.
Our teaching is supported by a clear progression of knowledge and skills, ensuring that concepts such as place, space, scale, and interdependence are revisited and deepened over time. Effective questioning, retrieval activities, and reflection tasks help pupils make connections and apply learning independently.

Impact
The impact of our Geography curriculum is seen in pupils who are confident, articulate, and inquisitive geographers. They can talk with enthusiasm and accuracy about what they have learned, using appropriate vocabulary to explain geographical processes and patterns.
Through extensive reading, pupils acquire and apply a strong knowledge base, drawing on sources and texts to make informed comparisons between places and environments.
Pupils demonstrate connection by recognising how their actions influence the world and by showing pride in their local area, care for the environment, and respect for diverse communities. They understand that geography is not just about maps, but about people, relationships, and our shared responsibility for the planet.
We see joy in the way our pupils engage — in their eagerness to explore maps, their excitement during fieldwork, and their delight in discovering something new about the world. Geography displays and pupil voice reflect this sense of pride, curiosity, and excitement.
Disadvantaged learners show measurable progress through enhanced vocabulary, increased confidence, and participation in high-quality experiences that nurture both skill and self-belief.
By the time pupils leave Marlborough St Mary’s, they:
• Have a secure understanding of where places are and what they are like.
• Possess a rich geographical vocabulary and use it confidently in speech and writing.
• Are able to think critically, make connections, and form reasoned opinions about global issues.
• Feel a deep connection to their community and the wider world.
• Take joy and pride in exploring, understanding, and caring for our planet.
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